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Japanese and Okinawans
in Hawai'i. A Brief Political History”
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As a yonsei (fourth-generation Japanese in Hawai'i), [ am keenly aware of
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Hawai'i’ s complex and ever-changing ethnic, racial, gender, and class

dynamics, as well as our islands’ complicated relationship to the United
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States and the wider Pacific region. I grew up and currently live in

Mo'ili‘ili, once a thriving Kanaka ‘Oiwi agricultural landscape, later a center
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of the Japanese community, and now a multi-ethnic urban neighborhood
undergoing dramatic changes. I typically teach courses focusing on
Japanese and Okinawan experiences in Hawai‘i, Asian American history,
ethnic identity, social movements, settler and Indigenous solidarity, and
critiques of U.S. militarism and imperialism. I encourage students to apply
their creativity and critical thinking skills to address contemporary
problems of social and environmental justice.

https://ethnicstudies.manoa.hawaii.edu/kyle-kajihiro/
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